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Synopsis

Enjoy a weekend breakfast featuring eggs, bacon, and honey from your own chickens, pigs, and
bees, or a holiday meal with your own heritage-breed turkey as the main attraction. Gail Damerow
covers everything you need to successfully raise your own farm animals, from selecting the right
breeds to producing delicious fresh milk, cheese, honey, eggs, and meat. Even with just a small plot
of land, you can become more self-sufficient, save money, and enjoy healthy, delicious animal

products.
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Customer Reviews

| am a big supporter of buying local, and while | do not live in an area where | can own most of these
animals (except bees, currently), | found this resource to be comprehensive for someone either
researching or getting started in small-scale farm animal raising.Gail Damerow puts together a
well-researched book on various farm animals that could be owned by people looking to find raise
animals for food, but who do not necessarily have the space for a full farm. Each chapter takes a
different animal and discusses what you may want to look for in breeds, housing, feed and basic
health care for them. For instance, in the chapter on chickens there is a section on different breeds,
how to collect eggs and check if they are good for eating, feeding, watering and housing your
chickens, handling chickens in the coop and transporting them, and general health concerns.
Additional chapters on other poultry such as turkeys and ducks follow.Poultry isn’t the only meat

souce in this book. It includes from the smaller "keep a couple in your garage" rabbits to pigs to



cows. Sections on the various cuts from the animals are listed, but no need to worry about the
details of butchering. Those are recommended to be left to actual processors or other books. The
chapters on milk providers, goats and cows, give general descriptions on breeding and milking the
animals.Beyond the individual animal chapters, | like the extras that are included. Similar to its
predecessor, The Backyard Homestead, there are illustrations in the front showing how much you
can actually support on one-tenth, one-fourth, or one-half an acre of land. The glossary is extensive
but not overwhelming, the black and white line illustrations are descriptive and meaningful to the
text, and the resources in the back supplement the strong foundation this reference creates.The
Backyard Homestead Guide to Raising Farm Animals is a great source of information on chickens,
ducks, geese, turkeys, rabbits, goats, sheep, cattle, pigs and honey bees, all of which are quite
suitable to the suburban, or, if you are fortunate enough to have zoning laws in your favor, urban
resident. If you are looking into owning any of these animals, | definitely recommend adding this to

your shelf.

Good read for the experienced or inexperienced alike. Long chapters about each aspect the book
covers. Well written and easy to understand. Some information more suited to the hobbiest then
someone looking to turn a profit or save money in certain types of agriculture. Some of the breed
proprietation seems to be leaned towards heritage or non-common types. Not a great book for those
who grew up roughing it on the farm. A good informative read to the city dweller. Reviewed by The

Goat Farmer, not Little Miss his wife.

The Backyard Homestead is probably the best book available for those who'd like to become more
self-sufficient when it comes to food. As you can see from my review of the book (here), most of that
volume is dedicated to growing vegetables; there is far less information on raising livestock.
However, the same publisher recently released The Backyard Homestead Guide to Raising Farm
Animals; this is unquestionably the best book on the market for those in the suburbs or country who
like the idea of raising animals for eggs, milk, and meat, but aren’t sure where to start.The Backyard
Homestead Guide to Raising Farm Animals consists of one chapter each covering the topic of
chickens, turkeys, ducks and geese, rabbits, bees, goats, sheep, pigs, and cows. Each chapter lays
out the basics of how to raise the animal, including housing and feeding requirements, and how to
keep the critters healthy. There are also tips on choosing an appropriate breed, keeping predators
at bay, and general ideas on whether or not you're likely to save money raising your own.The editor,

Gail Damerow, also offers a visual on how much room is needed to raise certain animals through



three drawings at the front of the book. Each offers an idea of how a homestead could proceed,
showing how properties (each with a typical house and a veggie garden) could be laid out. For
example, on the smallest property (1/10th of an acre), bees, rabbits, and chickens are shown. On
the largest property (1/2 an acre), bees, rabbits, pigs, waterfowl, poultry, and 1 cow or 2 steers and
either 2 goats or 2 lambs, are suggested.At the center of the book is a folded color chart picturing
the most common breeds raised for food; while this is pretty, | didn’t find it very useful - although |
did like how some small silhouettes at the bottom of the chart give an idea of the size of each breed
mentioned. Aside from this, my only real complaint about the book is that it rarely address difficulties
urban homesteaders face, like coming up with space, keeping kids safe, and addressing the
concerns of neighbors.But despite certain limitations, this is still is the best book I've found on the
topic. It’s clearly not meant to be the only book you’ll want on how to raise your backyard livestock.
You can and should read as many books as possible on how to raise the animals you select. But
The Backyard Homestead Guide to Raising Farm Animals is an great one stop source for making
decisions about which animals you can - in all practicality - raise in the suburbs or country. |

recommend it!Kristina Seleshanko, Proverbs Thirty One Woman

The content within this book is excellent, however, as a future math teacher | was appalled to see
that every unit conversion between square feet and square meters is incorrect throughout the entire
book! For example: "allow 10 sq ft (3 sq m) per animal". Three square meters is roughly 32 square
feet, not 10. It is a bit scary to see that this was not caught by editors, but, | suppose it isn’t such a
big deal unless you live somewhere where the metric system is the norm, in which case you will be

allocating three times as much space as you actually need for your farm :D
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